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AUSTIN, TEXAS  Modemizing traditional Texas design in

preparation for a housing-market boom p .66

1706 RITTENHOUSE SQUARE STREET  Philadelphia’s newest

condos raise the bar with luxury design and amenities p .61



Juaregui, whose ultra-luxury homes start at 52 million
and are at the very top of the Austin custom-home
market, says the architecture and interior design
markets are also looking for something more contem-
porary, but in Austin, that means different things to

different in‘np[r.

“The range of modern in this market can go from aus

tere, cold, and museum-like to a m evolution of a

house that has clean lines,” he says. “There's still a con-
nection to regionalism, too-— that Hill Country, Texas

luscan style, but with cleaner lines.”

Greening with pre-fabricated homes

There's no question that custom homes in

Austin go

bevond the traditional. It is still Austin, after all— the

home of a beloved transvestite named Leslic who once

ran for mayor, and to a community that's hercely pas

sionate about live music |)n1|li{'.\, .\.l].\Tll.ll'hil'l'\. tech

nology, and the environment,

Michael \\'ilmingl:.ml, principal of Rul"\-:\m:r De

signs, LLC, embodies that style, building pre-fabri

cated custom homes from a structurally insulated

able and uses

panel (SIP) wall system that is susta
a much more efficient construction process than

traditional home builds.

*Our mantra is alfordable sustainability for all," Win

ningham says, “We want people to have a well-de

sl

gned home that looks great, meets our high standards

of sustainability, and is aftordable.”

RubyAnne Designs” homes” structural elements are
pre fabricated before arrival at the job site, dramati
cally reducing construction waste that would other-
wise end up in a landhll. And llt'h[lif" the stere iype ol
plain-looking, standardized homes that's often associ-

ated with pre-fabricated homes, Winningham enjoys

s needs and

creating a custom design that fits a clier

]nllh:rl cach home costs about $199 per square loot.

“I want cach af these homes to be llnuiur, .1t|:| weap
preciate the challenge of designing one pre fab house
at a time," Winningham savs. “Acsthetically, people are

reacting well to it, and it's affordable.”

SOARING WINGS

Architect: Winn Wittman, AlA,

Winn Wittman Architecture

Builder: Gary Robinson, Home As Art

Soaring Wings is typical of the expressi
sculptural, post-contemporary work of
Winn Wittman, an architect from Austin,
Texas

The name Soaring Wings refers to the

two large, asymmetrical wing forms tha
project from the roof lines of the two liv
ing volumes, created to shield the living

spaces from the brutal Texas sun

There are more than 146 windows in
teh home—the most impressive array ol
which is the curved, faceted window wal
with floor-to-ceiling glass that spans 40
x 10°, located in the second-floor gallen
labovel. Wired for motorized roll shades
this glass-wall feature is made possible
by the home's heavy, red-iron frame
Photos: © Thormas McConnell
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Breaking the traditional mold

Custom building in Austin isn't just limited to single
family homes. Marshall Durrett, partner of Durrett
Interests, LLC, not only creates purely custom single
family homes that range from 2,000 to 5,000 square
feet, he's also building custom multifamily urban in-fill

projects in central Austin,

Durrett’s Tarrytown project has four units ranging from
2,000 to 2,600 square feet that are pl'iu-nl between
$700,000 and $800,000, Modern in l]l'hlg?l with lots of
glar«.\, stucco, luxury finishes, and .Ipp]i.lm'rs. the units
also carned a Gold rating from the National Association

of Home Builders’ green-design program.

Pleiffer completed another notable multifamily proj
et near the Rosedale neighborhood in central Austin,

The |)|'uit'|.'l has 16 units on three Hoors, ranging from

1,850 to 3,300 square feet and priced from $500,000
to $900,000.

“It's not as profitable as it used to be to build a spec
home in those arcas, and more living units in the same
space is a greener alternative,” Pleiffer says. *This is
everything you'd need in a \ingh- family home; they

just happen to be connected to other units.”

With a range of prices, m-ighlmrhumis. builders, archi-
tects, designers, and styles, there are plenty of options
for Austin’s custom-home buyers, “A custom home is
an n|lpnrtunit>‘ to ‘T-IIHI'P your own im.ll_‘.r of who you
are instead of adopting the footprint of a neighbor
hood," Henley says. “It's a personality thing—who

vou are and what you want to say. People want to
build a house that fits the property, not the other way

around.” ™

POOL VIEW

Soaring Wings' heated swimming
pool serves as the focal point of the
private outdoor courtyard, adn as a
calming background from inside the
home |above left]. The pool features
a purification system, as well as
three powerful pumps that move 50(
gallons of water per minute over its
waterfall edge. Photo: © Thomas
McConnell






